
687 
• 

Thursday, 0 o'clock, A. M. 
March 16th, 1848. 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 

'l'he following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Bra.shear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, .Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perk.ins, and ~, allace. • 

Quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to which 
was referred a joint re.solution for the relief of Ford and Cr9ni
cnn, reported the same back to the Senate and recommended 
its passage. 

Mr. Clark, Cbn.irman of the committee on Education, made 
the fo llowing report: 

Hon. JomJ A. GREEK, 
President of tlw Senate : 

. Committee Room, 
March 16th, 1848 . 

• 

The committee on Education have bad under consideration 
"A bill to be entitled an act for the c::.tablishmcnt of'' Free Pub
lic Schools,'' and herewith return the same to the Senate, and 
recommend that it be postponed for the pre cnL 

In making thi1:1 recommendation, the committee woold not 
be regarded rus being indifferent upon the 8ubjcct of Education
wanting in a proper appreciation of its value and importance, 
or as condemning the bill under consideration. On the con-



588 
• 

trary, they arc anxious to sec an efficient system of public in
::;truction established in 'fexaiJ. 

'l'hey arc convinced of the necessity and benefit of a general 
diffusion of intelligence, both a.s regards the happiness of the 
people, and the prosperity and tiafety of the State, and are plt:a.s
ed to fin<l in the bill many provisions seemingly well calculated 
at l<'a:>t to secure to the growth of the country a good practical 
Education, were it to become a law. Governments founded 
like our:;, in intelligence, arc suited alone to an enlightened and 
.educated freople. Education h; very properly a subject of legiil· 
lation. The State is no less interested in an extension of 
knowledge than its citizens, considered apart and dissolved 
from their political relation::s with the State. 'l'he permanency 
of our froo institutions depends upon the education of the chil
dren of our country; and if the pCl'pctuation of free Govern
ments, dependant as they are admitted to be, upon ~eneral in
formation and knowledge, be an objcetdiear to man, it is one of 
the first and most sacred duties of the Legislator, to direct his 
vfo\Vs an<l efforts to the production of some plan of general in
Rtruction, which will accomplish their security. 'Vith us every 
citizen is authorized to investigate the affairs of State, and 
to aspire to, and hold any office known to the laws; and in or
der to fully unclerstand ancl properly employ the privilege in 
either instance with advantage to tile public, it is certainly ne
cessary that we shoulcl be su1liciently informed to comprehend 
the powers we exert. By right of sovereignty, the people have 
all political power in tlteir hand$, an<l if the know ledge neces
sary for a. judicious exercise of it be neglected, we may neither 
expect a ha.ppy condition of society, or a long continuance of 
our rights. 

'l'be obligation of Government to provide means for the edu
cation of ill> subjects, arises not alone, however, from considem
tion!i of safety to the State. 'The happiness of the human family 
depends entirely, perhaps, upon the enlightenment of the hu
man mind. 

If this be true it is the duty of the law-making power to legis
late with a view to the happiness of the people aside from 
any political considerations \Vhatever. Hence, tl1ose upon 
whom devolves there,opon::iibility offramingthe laws, have but 
half discharged their obligations when they have prescribed 
rnle.:i for the government of individuals. 

It hu been weU observed, "that tbe most efficient laws, a.re 
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those which control by the influence of enlightened principles; 
without this principle, vivific>cl by the touch of educatiou, there 
can be no peace in the comrnnnity, anu no morals in society. 
By the probation, which it imposes upon en>ry one, to become 
a·good a.nd usef'ul citizen, it contributes to the u.batement of the 
Yices, which deform the body social; dignifies the plainness of 
Republican morality-exalts the charn.cter of priYate worth
fosters the developemenl of pllblic virtuf'-chccks the inrou.ds 
of grasping cupidity, and in the openi11g which it affords for 
e\·ery social merit, opens a soui·ce of general prosperity. 

Notwithstanding the forrgoing reflections, the committee 
arc· fear fol that it is too early to attempt a plan of free scboo-ls 
for the State. Prompted by cousidcra.tio1U1 of good for those, for 
whose particular iutert:stthe Legislature is required to act in 
this behall; they would suggest thP- propriety of inquiring into 
the opera.lion and c.letails of the policy of States where systems 
of free pllblic instruction arc established, before attempting 
one of our own origination. In all matter11 of life. and espe
cially tho:>c of great magnitude. we should be well satisfied of 
our ability to accomplish our desires, before we attempt tooir 
execution. Failure is somutimcs an au..xiliary to succes!CI, gen
erally it is a very serious obstacle in its way. In a community 
unacquainted with any mode ol' popular cc.lucation, the major
ity or whose members have. been educated a.t institutions e5-
tablishetl and sustained by private n.nd indivi<lu11l means and 
gene1·osity, Adopting the same course in the education of 
their own children, it must pro,r.e a matter ol' considerablo dif
ficulty to fall upon a system of free public schools, which will, 
in its beginning, prove entirely successful. 

Texas has done, or at least tnanifostcd n. disposition t(;) do 
much for the cause of education. In the first days of hr.r ex
istence, as an independent nation, while yet the dark cloud of 
war lingered in the horizon of her hopes an«l prospects, and 
ere the soil of her i:pemorahle and glorious battle fielrls, had 
lost the moisture of her patriots ulood, "frcrly spilled in free
dom's CO.USC," she gaYe largely o(' her onJy Wealth, to institu
tions or learning. In addition to lands given for purposes of. 
education by the late Republic, the Convontion which formed 
tho Constitution of the State, provided other means for the tli.o;
se'Tlination ofintcJligence among the people-::i.t least one-tenth 
of the annual revenue of' the 8ta.te derived from taxation, i~ 
allowed to be appropriated to the support of free schools. and 
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while the Legislature is required to establish them througboat 
the State, whenever deemed practicable, the power is given to 
levy a tax upon property, to accomplish the object, indepen
dent of the fund obtained from the general revenue of the 
State. lt would not be extravagant, perhaps, to remark, that 
no State has gone further in the way of liberal provision for 
the cause of education, and surely, if the amplitude of the do
nation, is any evidence of the donor's appreciation of the object 
in view, Texas will stand second to none in the value whicll 
she attributes to-knowledge. 

The school fund now in the Treasury, is small, and if dis
tributed among the several counties, would be to each, or to 
some at least, a sum too small to be of any service. The bill 
does not comma.ud the share of each county to be drawn from 
the Sta.to Treasu ry, but leaves it to the counties to determine 
whether they will rf'ceivc it, a.nd if not taken it remains to the 
credit of the county. Jt is natural for us to receive whenever 
any thing is offored, and so strong and universal is this princi
ple of our nature, that we scarcely ever refuse even the shad
ow of a treasure. 1'he committee suppose that the mo'lt, if 
not all of the counties, will apply for the portion of the school 
fund, to which they may be entitled, should the bill be passed. 
and it' they should, and the plan of education established. 
should prove unsuccessful or abortive, a considerable sum of 
money will bava been used to no advantage, and the cause it-

, self retarded. Many of the couti.ties may fail to organize un
der the law, but as has already been remarked, flattering 
temptations are seldom ever r~jcctcd, and the committee deem 
even the trifling da11ge1·s, (if they should be considered such.) 
which here obstruct our way, another reason sustaining them 
in the recommendation they make in regard to the bill. 

To the Legislature. has been committed the care and direc
tion of the means provided for the education of the youth of 
the country. The trust is one of sacred and responsible char
acter. and should prove a subject of peculiar concern to those 
who are charged with its execution. If prudently managed 
and directed, it will become a source of great good and happi
ness to the whole :::ltate-but if on the other hand, it be incau
tiously and prematurely administered, the magnificent endow
ments of the Constitution and of the laws, will have been 
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made in vain, and an irreparable injury inflicted upon those 
who are to come after us. 

EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
. informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills which originated in the Senate, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the times of holding 
the courts in the second Judicial district of the State of 
Texas. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to nn act to reg
ulate the public printing, ts.pproved March 8th, 1848. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the times of holding the 
District courts in the fifth, sixth. and eighth Judicial districts. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary lo an act to reg
ulate the public printing, approved March 8th, HHS. 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendments of 
the 8enate to the following bills, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the method of trying 
the right of property le\'ied on under writs of execution, se
questration and attachment, when the same is claimed by 
a. person who is not a party to such writ: 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the exchange of 
books, maps and charts. 

A bill to be entitlM an act for the regulation of pHota at the 
mouth of the Brazos river. 

A bill to be entitled an act to raise a revenue by taxa
tion, ::i.nd 

A bill to be entitled a.n a.ct to incorporate the town of San 
Augustine. 

And refused to concur in the amendments of the Senate to a · 
bill to be entitled an act prescribing the punishment for cut
ting clown, carrying away, or de troying trees or timber upon 
anv land without the consent of the owner. 

Also, that the House bad passed a bill to be entitled an act 
to create the county of Van Zandt. 

And Joint R esolution on the ProYiso. Slavery, the Tariff, 
and war against Mexico; originating in the Senate, with a
mendments. 
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And had passed a bill to be entitled an act concerning pro-
ceedings in the District Courts. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, 
l\Ir. Willio.m on was excused in consequence of sickness. 
On molion of l\Ir. Bourland, 
Mr. Williams was also excused from attendance on the Sen

:ite, in consequence of sickness. 
A bill to ho entitled an acL concerning intestates estates, 

was read. · 
l\lr. Wallace moved to amend thP 4th section, by inserting 

after the word "intestate" in 16th line .. without remainder to 
any person or persons." 

Adopt<'cl. 
Mr. Wallace moved to amencl the 8th section by striking oat 

•·as" in 13th line and inserting "according to the value th~re
of." 

Adopted. 
:Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 10th section by inserting 

in 2d line, after "woman," ·'ancl dje intestnte" a.ndfby inserting 
after '·legitimate" in third Jjnc '"and made capable of inherit
ing his estatf','1 and by insertin~ in oth line, nfter "legitimate,'' 
rhe following words, '"and capable of inheriting the estates of 
the parlit>s to such marriage, according to the sales prescribed 
in tho 4th section of this act." 

Adopted. 
Mr. Wallace mo\•ed to amend the 1 lthJ3cction in lst and 2d 

Jineli, by striking out "or transmitting inheritance on the part 
of th<'ir mothe r," and inserting"from and throngh their mother. 
and of transmitting estates." 

1\lr. Wallace moved to amPnd the 12th section, by inserting 
''int<'statc" after "dies" in 2d line. 

Adopted. 
Thl• bill then passed to a third reading. 
On motion of !\Ir. Brashear, 
The rule was susp<'ndcd; bill read third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the assessment and 

collection of taxes. 
Question on the amendment proposed by l\fr. \Vallace to 

the 17th section, upon the adoption of which, the yeas and 
nays Wt.>r<' called and stood ns fotlows: 

Y £.\s-~1essrs. Abbott, Brnshear, Cuny, McRaP, Parker, 
Perkins aod Wallace-7. 
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NAvs-Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, Gage, 
Grimes, J t>wett, Fitzgerald and Navarro--9. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
:\Ir. Grime» moved to amend by inserting at the end of the 

8th section, "Provided that in all new counties created at the 
pre:;ent session of the Legislature, the taxes l'lhall be assesi;~l 
and collected in the county or co11nties from which the territory 
compo:!ing such new county was taken, until such new· county 
is organized in conformity to law." 

Adopted. 
l\fr. Perkins moved to indefinitely postpone the bill. 
Upo11 which the yeas and nays were called, and ::itood thus: 
YE.\s-.M:essrs. Cuny, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, ·rnd Wal

lace-5. 
NAvs-1\Iessrs. Bourland, Brashen.r, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, 

Gage, Grimes, J ewett, Fitzgerald, Parker-10. Lost. 
The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the ntle was suspended. 
Bill rerd third time, and passed by the following Yote 
Y EAEi-Messrs. Abbott, Bo11rlan<l, Burleson, Cla.rk

1 
Dancy. 

Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Navarro and Parker-IO. 
NAYs-Messrs .• Brashear, Cuny, Fitzgerald, McRae, Per

kins, and Wallace-6. 

• 
l\fr. Perkins, chairman of the committtec on Engrossed Bills 

reported as correctly engrossed, :'.I.joint resolution requesting 
John C. Watrous to resign his o!Jicc as Judge of the United 
States' District Court for the District of Tcxns. 

On motion of Mr.Dancy, the Senate conc11rr1:d in 1he amend
ment of the House to ''joint resolntion on the Proviso, Slavery, 
the Tariff, and the war against Mexico." 
~ On motion of Mr. ~e, the Senate insisted on their amend
ment to a bill to be entitled an act prescribing the punishment 
for cutting down, carrying away or destroying ~rcc:;i or timber 
upon any land without the con~cnt of the owner. 

On motion of l\lr. Gage, a committee of conference was ap
pointed on said bill. 

Messrs. Gage, Jewett and Dancy were appointed said com-
mittee. ' 

38 
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On motion of l\fr. Gage, the Senate refuc:ed to concur in 
the amendment of the House to a bill to be entitled an act to 
create the county of Van Zandt. 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the 
House was ready to receive the Senate in the Representative 
Hall, for the purpose of electing a Di:!trict Attorney for the 11th 
Judicial Dh1tricL 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate repaired to the 
House of Representatives for that purpose. 

IN JOINT SESSION. 

Mr. Burleson nominated James W. Webb :£or District .At· 
torney of the 11th Judicial District. 

Mr. Dancy nominated Mr. Benjamin E. Edwards. 

Upon calling the roll, the following Senators voted for Mr. 
Webb: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cu
ny, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, M'CRae, Perkins, and 
WaUacc-13 . 

• The following Senators voted for Mr. Edwards: 

Messr~. Dancy, Navarro and Parker-3. 

On the part of the House, Mr. Webb received 46 votes. l\fr. 
Edwards received a votes. 

Mr. Webb having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared by the Speaker of the House duly and constitutional
ly elected District Attorney for the 11th Judicial District for 
the term of two years. 

The Senate returned to their ch8.Plber. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Theodore D. Maltby, John 
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Hen'cy and Nathaniel R. Mallone, was read third Lime and pass
-ed by the following vote; 

Yeas-Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Mc~, Navarro, Parker 
and Perkins-13. 

Nays-Messrs. Dancy and Wallacc-2. 
A bill to be entitled u11 act providing for the payment of 

jurors. 
On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to a seleet committee. 
Messrs. Wallace, Grimes and J cwett were appointed said 

committee. 
On motion of Mr. Bourland, 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate tire town of Jeffer

son, was taken up, together with the rt.i><>rt of the committee 
<>n State Affair:<, offering amendments thereto, and read 

Report adopted. 
l\lr. ·wallace moved to amend by in:<erting the words "by 

ballot" after the. word "vote," io 3<l line of 3d ~ection. 
Adopted. 
The bill was then ordered to be cngro:<sc<l. . 
On motion of Mr. Bourland, the rule was suspended, 
Bill read third time and pa...;~cd. 
On motion of Mr. Navarro, a bill to be entitled an act to se

cure to the colonhits of Fisher & Millcr'::i colony, the lands to 
which they map be entitled, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out " two dollars" in 
10th section, and inserting "one dollar.'' 

Rejected. 

The bill WM then passed to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Cuny, the previous question was called. 
On motion of l\lr. Jewett, the vote calling for the previous 

question was reconsidered. 
Mr. Dancy moved to amend the bill by inserting at the end 

of the first section, "Provided, that nothing contained in this 
bill shall be construed to place the conlractors of said colony in 
a better condition with. re~d to the State of Texas, tban they 
would be in if this bill bac1 not been passed." 

Adopted. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the final passage 
of the bill, and stood thus : 

Y eas-Mt!ssrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Cuny, Dancy, 
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C'~e, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, 
and Wallace-13. 

Nays-Messrs. Abbott and Clark-2. 
So the bill passed. 

P5kins 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills, viz.: 

A bill to be entitled nn act to establish the Harrisburg and 
Rio Grande Railroad Company : 11.nd 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of persons who 
l'ettled in the colony of W. S. Peters and his associates: cor
rectly engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, 
A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of persons who 

:iettlcd in the colony of W. S. Peters and his associates, was 
taken up: 

Read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the Senate a<ljowned until balt-pa."t 
2 o'clock, p. m. 

Half-past 2 o'clock, p. m. 

Senate met-roll called-quorum present. 
Joint resolution requesting John C. Watrous to resign his 

office as ·Judge of the United States District Court of the Dis
trict of Texas, reacl, and 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, made the special order of the day 
~or to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Michael Short, 

waK taken up. 
Read third time and pru;sed. 
A message was received from the House of Representatin~!', 

informing the Senate that the House concurred in the amend
ments of the Senate to the 4th, 10th and 11th f.ections of a b1ll 
'o be entitled an act to regulate the descent and cfo1tribution of 
iatestates' estates i and refused to concur in tne lst and 3d 
amendmentB to the 10th section. 
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Also refused to concur in the amendments to the 12th sec
tion. 

Also that the House refused to concur in the amendments to 
the caption. 

The Senate receded from their first and third amendments to 
the tenth section : 

Also. from their amendment to the twelfth section: 
Also, from their amendment to the caption of bill to !)(' 

entitled an act to regulate the descent and distribution of intes
tate estates. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: • 

In view of the near approach of the day set for the final ad
jo11rnment of the Lcgifllature, and the great length of the bill to 
be entitled an a.cl to regulate proceedings in the County Cowts, 
relating to guardians and wards, a majority of the Judiciary 
committee have authorized me to report said bill back for the 
action of the Senate. 

Having examined the bill with some degree of care and at
tention. 'rhe undersi~~cd would remark that be is prepared to 
vote for hs passage. He tbinks some of the amendments pro
posed to and referred with the bill arc good, but he is not au
thorized Lo advise their adoption, the bill not having been con
sidered in committee. 

EDWARD . CLARK, Chairman. 

A bill to be entitled an l\Ct to change the name of Hn Con
ner to Hu Valentine Dalton a.nd to make him alawful heir of 
Valentine T . Dalton. 

Rt;ad first time. 
Mr. Brashear moved to suspend the rule that the bill might 

be read second time. 
Lost. 
A biH to be entitled a.n act to regulate the killing-of neat 

cattle. 
Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled 
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an act to establish the Judicial Districts of the several District 
Courts. 

Reu.d first time. 
On motion of Mr. Brashear. 
A bill to be entitled an act supplemental to an act entitled 

lln act supplemental to an act to organize tlw Supreme Court 
of Texas, was taken up, read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of 1\Ir. Abbott, tfle rule was suspended: 
Bill read third time and passed. 
A message was received from the House of Represenln.tives, 

informing the Senate that the House insist on their amend
ments to a bill to be f'ntitled an act to provide for perma
nently fixing the seat of Justice of the couiity of Dallas, and 
had appointed, 

Messrs. Lott, Winkler and Davis of R., a committee of con
ference on the part of the House on said bill and request a like 
committee on part of the ~ena.te. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, 
A committee of conference was appointed on part of the 

Senate. 
Messrs. Gage, Parker and Cany \Vere appointed said com

mittee. 
On motion ofMr Cuny, 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate IUnam Liberal In-

stitate was taken up and passed to a third reading, and 
On motion of'Mr. Cuny, rule was suspended~ 
Bill read third time and passed by the following vote. 
YEAs-Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Burleson,, Clark. Canv, 

Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, NaYarro, Parker, Per
kins and Wallace-14. 

NAvs-None. 
Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bill~ 

reported as correctly engrossed, 
A bill to be entitled an act rcquirin~.the Attorney General 

to attend to certain causPs in the District Courts. and provi
ding compensation for the e:xtra serdces rendered. 

And a Joint Resolution relating to a National road from the 
Rio Grande to the Pacific. 

A message was receiYed from his Excellency the Governor, 
pre11enting a communication in writing: 

Which was read, and 
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On motion of .Mr. Gage, made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

On motion of l\ir. Dancy, . 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the ciwmera.t1on 

of the inhabitants of the 8tate of Texas for the year 1848 was 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, 
The Senate concurred in theamcndment of the lloui>e to 

the above bill. 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Houston Ly-

ceum. 
Read second time and pll.Ssed to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Brashear, 
The role wassuspended, 
Bill read third time and passed by the following Yote. . 
Y EAs-Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Burleson, Clark. ( uny, 

Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins and \Vallace-15. 

NAvs-None. 
A message was received from the House of Representa

tives, informing the Senate tba.t the House had passed a bill to 
be entitled an act regulating fees of office. 

On motion of Mr. Abbott. 
A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the mode of estab

lishing the liabilitiPs of drawers and endorsers of bills of .ex
change and promissory notes was taken up; 

On motion of Mr. Wallace mad~ the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, 
A bill to be entitled an act requiring the Attorney General 

to attend to certain causes iu the District Courts, and provi
ding compensation for the extra services required. 

Was taken up and rend tbird time. 
Mr. 'V allace moved tho indefinite postponement of the 

bill. 
On motion of Mr. Clark, the bill was laid upon the table. 
On motion of l\1r. Burleson, 
A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 18th section of an 

act to incorporate the city of Austin, approved 1 Ith :i:\fay, 
1846. 

Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Brashear the rule was suspended. 
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nead second time and referred to a select committee. 
Mt"ssrs. Burleson, Brashear and Jewett were appointed 

said committee. 
Joint resolution appropriating one hundred dollars for the 

purpose of procuring a mnp of :Shelby county. 
Read $CCond time and passed to a tbird reading. 
On motion of Mr. Wallace, 

The rule wns suspended, • 

Bill read third time and 11a.ssed. 

Mr. Dn.ncy; Chairman of the committee on State Aff'a.irs 
made the following report. 

The committee on affairs of State, to whom was referred, 
"A bill to he entitled an act to require all land titles to be re
corded in the county where the land lies," after examining the 
t;ame have instructed me to report a substitute therefor, and 
recommend the adoption of the substitute 'and the passage 
thereof. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating fet:s of office. 
Head first time. 
On motion of Mr. \Vallace, the rule was:suspended. 
Bill read second time and rnfcl'red to the committee on the 

Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. McRae the Senate adjourned. 

Friday, 9 o'clock, "· M. 
l\larch 17th, 1848. 

The Senate was called to orde.r by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names : 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, 


